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Satire’s my weapon: but Tin too discreet, 
To run a-inuck, and tilt at all T meet ; 
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TH: CONTINUED SUSPFNSTON OF THE HABEAS 
CORPUS ACT:—OR THE TROGRESS OF DESPO- 
TISM. 

a 
e Ac the bitterness of bis malice seems ta be most especially dirceted 

* ayainst Dugiand, i ama inclined to believe he hurts other countries on!y 

by uccident: av the French Uady (ihe Marchiouess of Brinvilliers) in- 

« tended oniy to poison her father, husband, brother, and some more of 

« her nearest relations, but rather than they should escape, destroyed mar ¢ 

« other persons of cuality, wha at several times dined with them: and if 


that oucht to excuse her, Tam conseit, he also sheulé pass uncensured ; 


though his crimes are tucomparabdly greater than those for which she was 
* condemned ; or than any can be, which are not of a public extent.” 


Auac, SIDNEY. 


~~ — 


The extent of any crime is to be determined rather by the 
consequences, and the motive, than the art. It is the wan 
ton depravity of the heart that deserves the vengeance of 
the laws, and not the accidental aberration of distress. 
Many a poor suffering wretch has been condemned by the 
seatence of the law, infinitely more honest, and more wor- 
tliy, than his prosecutors, or the judge, who has pronounced 
his doom. Circumstance and situation exempt from the 
necessity of crime, as well as from the consequences of guilt. 
But where no necessity exists, where no plea can be found 
for error, the punishment should be as prompt and adequate 
as the guilt has been premeditated, aud wanton, All public 
crimes are of this nature. There is no plea for them. 
The public servants are well paid, and well fed: they wal- 
low in luxurious enjoyment upon their “ beds of roses,” and 
count the quarterly gains with a certainty which sbou!d 
render them grateful to the poor starving multitude, who are 
kept bare and hungry to supply their moderate char2es for 
coverning them so aimirably, ‘They have no possible plea 
for deviating from the fair open course of law, but a sordid 


a eer e e ° . Es 1 e ‘ 
seltish ambition, which renders their situations and t!cir sa- 


‘ries more important with them, than the prosperity of the | 
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Politics are now a trade; a mere (woes it is mot 
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fe onlig wear it ina land of Uectors, 
Thieves, Supercargoes, Sharpers, and Directors, 


Pope. 





who are fit for places, but who can get them, by all the arts 
of sycophancy, and intimzue; and keep them by the sacri- 
hee of all independance of mind, and generosity of conduct. 
Nay, so very mechanical is the mode of obtaining places, 
that upon a recent discussion when economy was defeated 
by the ministers, it was intended that sinceure offices were ab- 
solutely necessary to enable our young sprigs of nobility to 
learn the efficient dutics they were looking forward to fll. 
It is to be sure rather unlucky for us, that we should not 
only be obliged to set them up in good places, when they 
have learnt their business; but we must provide fer thein 
during their apprenticeships at sucha vate. It may be ob- 
served, however, in favour of the practice, that there is not 
so much difference between the sinecure appointments which 
they fill during their minority, and those which are cailed 
efficient offices, as many people believe. The principal duty 
of the superior in all offices, is httle more than to receive the 
salary; all the business is dispatched by the clerks in the 
various desks with a celerity and ability not the less meri- 
toricus, because it is patd for at a rate so much below the 
pretensions of their noble masters. We are not however 
complaining, at present, ot the ex pence of our government ; 
although that would form no inconsiderable charge against 
the ministry. We have to lament a greater outrage than the 
deprivation of preperty, without any services being rendered 
us by those who take it away. We have to regret the for- 
cible seizure upon that, without which, even property be- 
comes useless. The ministers have professed their inten- 
tion of proposing to continue the suspension of the Habeas 


Corpus, in the face of every proof that such a measure ts 


} equally insulttag and unnecessary; aud in wanton defiance 
; 


of the deraonstration of the falsehood of those reports upon 


Whica the first suspension was recommended, and unfortu- 





| 
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nately acceded to by the legislature. 
We can hardly believe that after all the foolish and arbi- 
tary acts of the administration for the last three months, 


tnat any legislature, mot cntirely under their control, will eve 
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trust them with a further continuation of that power which 


they have so ridiculously abused. But Lord Castlereagh 


‘ 
. 
~ 


seems determined to try how far his colleagues can proceed, 
in the new era, before the people stand forward, and pro- 
His Lord- 


ship, in the discussion of the army estinates, bad the bardi- 


” 


clain— Thus far shallue go, and no fartier ! 
hood and insolence to assert, if the report of liis speeches 
may be credited; that with a less mililary force, the laws 
If this he the case, 


hesitation in informing this lord by the courtesy of I-ngland, 


could not he maintained. we have no 


that the laws are not worth maintaining, Wt has been well 
remarked, if King Willian the Third had landed a force 
of 100,000 men, and offered our ancestors the Bill of Righes, 
at the point of the bavonet, that they would have rejected 
it, and exnelied the invader from the land. But now it 
seems the good old laws of our country are unpalatable, and 
cannot be relished, unless served up with the sauce of 140,000 
bayonets, Ireland is to be dragooned into the love of li- 
berty, because she is known to be unquiet; and England, 
because she is quiet, The soldier is the iiailible nostrum 
for all state diseases; and we have at least the satisfaction 
of knowing that the remedy will either kill or cure. But 
perhaps his Lordship has not spoken quite ingenuously on 
the present occasion. Perhaps his lordship did not mean 
that the o/d Jaws could not he maintained without dragoons ; 
bat the new laws which his colleagues have introduced, and 
mean to introduce, will want such iliustration and support. 
TY! 


sert, that if more eucroachments upon the ltherty of our 


tis is hkely enough. But we think we may venture to as- 
country are contemplated, that aol even double the present 
military force will be able to support them; no! not even 
should the suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act place evers 
independent heart under the ministerial gaolershin of the 
Secretary of State. It was ridiculous enough of our patriot 
minister, to say that a committee would be appointed to 


consider whether the further suspension of the Act was xe 


cessary: and that afterwards (whatever might be the resa/t of 


their consideration) the ministers wold propose a farthe: 
suspension until the first day of the next session, This is 
the mode in which the present admtaistration bave generally 
proceeded, They determine upon their measures in the 


first instance, and then submit them to tiie consideration of 


r 


those who have mo power to alter them, ‘Thiis in effect the 


ministers are the lords paramount of our destinies; 


rights, become—what it woud be 


vuardians of our rig 
Drave than prudent fo assert. 

One would imagine that betore the ministers could, with- 
out blushing, ask for a further Suspenaion of the Tlabeas 


Corpus Act, they would shew the public what dangers they 
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| have been enabled to avoid, or to anticipate, by the present 


suspension, Of what use bas it becn to them?) What con- 


sptracy have they detected?) What abuse have they pre- 


vented?) Several persons have been falsely accused of 


freason in Scotland, and liberated; others, are heid to bail, 
in the absence of all proof: and one bas been indicted for 
How was the suspension 
The laws 


as they stood bejere, would have warranted the seizure of a 


administering unlawful oaths? 


~ 


wanted in those mstances?) “Not In any Wise. ‘ 


poor man, Oecause he was the only ane of that name ina 


town: the laws, as they stvod, thanks to some modern 





emendaiions, would have enabled an Gfliicious justice ts 


until it was feund 


b 


seize and imprisona men ina damp cell 
‘ ‘. ) a wes ¥ ‘ ' law , ” 4 
out that he had committed no fanlt; the laws, es tecy sfoed, 


> 


would have enabled ministers to do al! that thev have dor: 
without the necessity of betraying the designs winch seme 


neopie are inclined to beiicve they entertained agains{ 1 


," 


| liberties of them country; when the free exercise ef thave 


- as - Fe ed *. _ . } ~ - aa ‘ . 
liberties miisht fend fo Gisinivys ihe Administration 28 Unwo 


thy of the public confidence. The distarbanecs at Meu. 


ehester could have been suppressed by the comnion lay 


5 





with the usual méiditary explanation, without wuy suspension 
/ of the Habeas Corpus. vey, tie Attorney General could 

: . + “3 “wa a . fe beled q} " , 9% ? ** 
Phave coutrived means to secure tie yess is OF GV Sts: 


pected parties, fora few months, ifhie had Leen properis 
applied to fer an opinion: and these meaus would at least 


lav 


rye! 
‘ 


§/3 


have been as constitutional, as the as ertion of the 


oficers, and Lord Ellenboroneh, that a common. stu 


justice of the peace his the pewer, by the common law, to 


judge of libeis, and bold people to bail for publishing what 


his ignoranee, or his interest, might prompt Lim hea tl! sneto 
Phere is nothing 


yee 
Or dat- 


that the ministers fiave done, 
t tempted to do, since the suspension of the Ilabeus ¢ orpus 
Act, which they migit not have done withont such a mea- 


psure, with their usual regard to justice, excepting perhaps 


in the case of the two Evans. And this, we believe 


, 1 . , 
unmecessary alh EXereise Ci duthortv, asever di 


We 


that these men are ouly unprisoned, because it was neces. 


Sraceag an 


administration, are firmly convinced, for ovr: 


sury to imprison seme cone, to give a colour and a consis 


b 
tency to the alarm which the ministers attempted to excite 
against them, 


res 
throughout the countrys. There is no cherge 


but of holding opinions, which we do not indeed think 
rational; but which they, or auv other, convinced of their 


ae a ae 4 33 . 
| propriety, have a fun mgt to entertain, and state, without 


Pany license from a secretary of siute. They are bot! men 
of talent; and the vounger Evans, is a man of considerable 


superiority of mtelfect, although an enthusiastic admirer of 


jc 





svstem which dees much eredit to his benevolence, 


thee it appears to us to be totally impracticable in appli- 
cation, Perhaps it is because the secretary of state has 
discovered ii his private examinations he has more taient 
lan &@ pleoien should be sutlered to possess, that the minis- 
ters deem it necessary to take care it should be limited to as 


porrow @ sphere as possible ; and only be wasted in the 
clyom ofa dungeon, Tow wretched must be the fears, and 
tie intellects of a ministry, that thus conjure up objects of 


terror fvom the very qualities that should form the bulwarks 
aud strength of a free nation, 

We do not expect that the ministers wall experience much 
opposition from the people, even should they propose to 


. | ; {} : liare : j 
continue the suspension indedlmitely, daring ther will and 


pe assure, 


, ene are eiett writice 
with their pew restrictions, and the general apathy is se 


‘The eXPression of the public voice is so fettered 


profound, that they may pursue their career with whatever 
celerity they think proper, That they will be opposed im tive 
Louse, We are aware; but we are also as certain that such 
au opposition will be fruitless. The few gallant defenders 
of our rights ave unable to stem the current of corruption. 
Guey are overwhelmed on every occasion by the ministe hal 
perlzans, who aie too much interested in flattering the 
puppets of tue hour, to recollect what duties they owe to the 
sovereizniyv of the people. But such a state of things cannot 
last. States must retiogade, or advance. “Phe principles 


of liberty must thiamph, or they must be exterminated. 


While the latter is the object of the ministers; the former 


must shortly become the busmess of the people. They 
know their rights, they fee their power. dd nation cannot 
be compelled to submit to abuses wich tf detests, It ts 
only for the nation fo speak; and the brazen image of cor- 
ruption will fall prostrate before the sentence that the nation 
Will pronounce, Hlasten the period, Oh, God of Freedom! 


When the empire of known and certain laws, aad the bles. 


sings of a free representation may bid the sinking glories of 


our country shine with renovated splendour! 
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NOSECUTION OF THE EDITOR, 
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Mae Editor has received no farther intimation of the pe- 
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Yemen roe ees eae ) ae 
nod when his trial will take place, than that it will come 
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may be seen at the Crown ofhee, they will not permit cven 
ertracts te be mace, of any of the contents. Phey must be 
paid jor copies, Or noue can be bed; and the expence of 
Cus hes } ’ we " dudine ho ots . > vhie! 
taking out these copies, including the stamps upon wincit 
they must be written, would amount perhaps to a sum of 
twenty pounds. Sach is the pure administration of if 


law inthis country, through the medium of an ec ef clo ite 


! al . 
fyranny combimed. lithe Herson accused lias not the power 


of defending limsell, the necessity of emploving aiuother is 
reduced into an attack upon his property, through the ine- 
dium of the disgraceful aet of Paritaiment upon which the 
hired accusers of the crown proceed; and the party wiose 
} 


independence or boldness excites their hatred, or the spleen 


fthemr masters, is subjected toa system of oppression whiter 
mocks the Spanish Enquisition, or any other direcd and Lrowa 
operation of despotism. Tt is not from personal feelings 
ihat the Editor reprobates this  perversien of justice. Le 
is fortunately above the necessity of being plandered in 


seeking to defend himself, 


He cares*not for the copies of 
the tnformations againstanm, It will be suficieut for hita 
to hear them r “ad , ai the moment he is brought up for trial. 
He has been too long accustomed to think and speak freely, 
to wanta prompter, or to hire a defender. But lie would 
warn the puble agamst the dreadful engine of oppression 
which them supineness and apathy has suffered to overpower 
the spirit of those just and bumane laws, which their ances- 
tors wave bled to establish. For the poor, the friendless, 
opponent of arbitrary power, there is im this /aw, po 
lumanityv, no yrstice, no regard. tt cannot fail to rob him 
of his liberty, af it blasts his means of defence, and strike 
hin by its expences to the cround, 

The public will do full justice to the quibble that there 
are no funds to supply parties accused by the crown, with 
the means of selfdefence veainst such an accuser. Where 
do the funds come from, for the prosceution? Prom the 
Crown? or from the People? The Nation is made the par 
master of the accusation of those who defend its interests ? 
and the quibl hag substitution of the word crown, is only to 


¥ , 
iisernise tire fact. 


‘ 


If thea fhe people are made to pav the 
expences Of the accuser, they ought in fustice to pay those 
of dhe aecused: oy at icast there can be no plea tor inoster 
ater vpoma cdeience which the public accusers cemaunad, 


from unyv one, weihout auv evidence of cuit. “bhlere is ano. 


ther quibble ma the practice of the court; the spirit of the 


COM MOL LW, atid its fetter, sev, thetco mes shall be oiven to 


¢] oa) ! py! ' P, . ‘ } 7 ae ee } tas . ! 
the acemsed Obti Cnhurves avainst them: and this is decraily 
‘ 


vetth the dceal tite ryan Lddion thar you hittast pay ick 
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them, what your accucers like to charge, 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF, 
To the Yellow Bonze at Japan 

i left off abruptly in my last, to proceed to the conrt of 
jurisprudence, to undergo the preliminaries of an appearance 
before the tribunals of the country. These tribunals are o! 
avery singular nature; and differ most materially from al] 
that thou canst imagine would be the regular course of jus. 
tice, and the prompt administration of the law. If delay 
tend to remove error, there can be no such thing as error tn 
an English Court. [tis the very empire of procrastination, 
and a final decision would be totally unknown, if the pockets 
of the parties did not fail in the otherwise endless applica- 
jion, Comment cannot explain the transactions that take 
yrace there. I will give thee an instance of a case that was 
arenes before the Lord Chief Justice, with two of his grave 
associates; Which will enable thee more fully to comprehend 
the littleness of mind, and the more than Lilhputian frivolity 


that is to be met wits ip the sauctuanes of the law of the 


most enlightened country sader heaven. A man had been 
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deserve it. Thou art aware of the boastine manner in whieh 


these islanders speak of their ancestors; that in tel cpi- 
nion, they can have no rivals in glory, wisde.s, and liberty, 
It seems too that these ancestors have monopouzed all the 
common sense of the nation; or rather like prodigal posse... 
ors have wasted it all, and left only a race of idects to suc- 
ceed them, ‘This is particularly conspicuous in their courts 
of law, Vfaay question be raised there, they have not re- 
course to the Jaws to determine the point. Tustead of this, the 


first enquiry is, hath any thine Like unto it eccurr-d 


i 


fore? are there ony preceéeals? What heve our aneisiors 


done in such a case? The old books are handed from the 
mouldy shelves, and a hundred heads are busily employed 
nrecollecting any thing that bears a resemblance to the 
case in hand. In the ever varsing cond-tion of humanity, 
there are few circumstances that correspond in a!l their parts, 
It therefore happens but very rarely that a precedent can be 


found, that has any posttive and direct epplication to the 





Hhusiness which it is to explain. But these people still keep 
‘ 


to their creed, of believing that their ancestors, though dead, 


convicted of perjury, whether Sastly or unjustly, | know fast originally quite ignorant of any anticipation of the 


not: nor perhaps is it possible to asccriain. When a per- f events which might ensue, are still the only persons qualified 
. 


son in this country Is so ignorant that he does ne! “now what justly to decile any of these disputes. 


he has done himself, or why he did it, he hires a person 
called a Counsellor, to explain what he has done, and why 
he did it, to the satisfaction of the court. And this man be- 
ing not very conversant with his own mind, obtained a 
Counsellor to find out something by which his sentence 
might be avoided, The Counselor very gravely got up in 
court, and was very gravely listened to by the Judges, and 
by all his brother Counsellors, to the amount perhaps of 50. 
who sat round him with wigs as white as snow, and in 
habits as dark as night (happy emblems of the coldness of 
the bead, and the mystery of the prefession) while he very 
gravely produced what he called a gramatical error, to v-~ 
tiate the sentence which had been pronounced against his 
client for perjury. The word did had been, in the opinion 
of this grave councellor, improperly omitted; and the question 
for the court was no longer, whether the person was guilty, 
or innocent; but whether the accidental omission of an exple= 
tive in a written bill of pleading, should form the ground of 
his acquittal! A long conversation, very important for the 
lawyers, no doubt, ensued; in which the judges participated, 
with all imaginable solemnity: and it was at last decided 
by the judges, that the word did was expressed in another 
part of the bill of pleading, and the meaning was to be pre- 
sumed as carried into the sentence in which the word was 


omitted. The Counsellor, however, was not to be so easily 


Wlien therefore 
1 they cannot exactly determine by what their ancestors hare 
done,they set to work to conjecture what they would hace 
done. ‘This spens an immense field of speculation and ad. 
venture for their Counsellors, who are thus set to work to 
make cases, where they cannot find them. Do not misunder- 
stand me. They do noi Lterally forge the cases; but what 
is nearly the same, they forge the application, and by infer- 
ence and inuendo make the dead understandings of their 
ancestors say just what will suit them. Thou secst that 
this has a tendency tu destroy all justice; because it is not 
merely whether their aneestors were mistaken but also whe- 
ther those ancestors are made to speak the seatiments they 
might have entertained; or the corrupt and flagitious ob- 
jects of their modern interpreters, One thing however mode- 
rates the evil. There are so many of these counsellors, that 
they cannot be all retained on the same side; so that some 
are engaged to make the dead cases mean one thing, and 
some another; or to ind out cases that shail speak beth 
ways: for by the records which this nation of babies in 
leading-strings to dead authority prize so highly, it appears 
their ancestoys of whom they are so proud, knew as little of 
But to re- 


The counsellor alluded to, when he found 


their minds as the descendants can discover. 
turn (0 iny Case. 
the judge settle the point of grammar against him, “ grinned 
horribly a ghastly smile,” and said, adjusting two small 





defeated; he had received his fee, and seemed willing to 


oblong pieces of fine linen that hung under his chin, ** My 
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« lord, L hope yor" lordship will consider, my lord, that 
« this is @ case OF very serious importance, my lord; and 
e vour lordship will agree with the case I hold in 


« { hop 
in which your lordship will perceive —your lord- 


«my hand, 
« ship will perceive—that whatever renders a sentence 7n- 


«< censible shall vitiate, my lord, —shall vitiate that sentence. 
«The case, my lord, in my hand, determines that whereas 


«committing murder by inflicting a wound in bracchio 
« sinistro, my lord, which is in English the left arm: he was 
« indicted, my lord, for inflicting a wound on the braccio 
«< cinistvo s Which is-—your /ordship—nothing — no latin at 
“ all, and the indictinent was quashed, your lordship— 
«quashed, my lord ; and very properly, my lord: for if we 
“are to write braccio, and mean brucchio, your lordship, 
This 
oration, however, though a faverable specimen of English 
law oratory, had not the desired efiect, of reconciling his 


lordship to the objection against leaving ont the word, did. 


“there is an end of all certainty in law, my lord?” 


It would have had more weight, lus dordshiy said, if by the 
precedent, it had been discovered, whether the indictment 
was quashed altogether, or whether tt was only quashed that 
ancw one might be prepared, Bui their wise ancestors had 
not set this down in writing: and the silly quilbler who 
in the “ olden” time might have raised it tor a jest, I dare 
say, little thoaght that after a few centuries of waprovement, 
and civilization, it would have borne revi sing ina serious way, 
and been deemed a subject deserving of any application toa 
future case. 

The counsellor had, however, another quibble upou the 
point, He had discovered, that in one part of his chent’s 
bill, there were only the initials, .4. £3. Somedudy, instead 
of the name of Aaron Booby Somebody; and although the 
name at length was repeated a hundred times iu other parts 
of the same bill; and although the circumstances alluded to, 
and replied to, determined A, B. to mean Aaron Booby ; 
yet the counsellor contended they migh’ mean somebody 
else, and that therefore his client had a right to an acquittal. 
The book of precedents was agvin referred to; but very 
unfortunately, although the Booby family had been the 
principal support of the courts for ages; there did not appear 
to have been any instance of abbreviation; they had always 
Writtem their names at full length. Though this was uot 
positive evidence against the abbreviation; vet the custom 
of always writing in full, seemed to warrant the conclusion 
that names ought to be written in full, aud the point was 
reserved for argument before the Twelve Judges, and all 
the counsellors were directed to search for any precedents 
that might enable them to arrive at a correct decision, 











paud meet the mavst mminent dangers, to enjoy thee, 
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This account will no doubt satisfy thee of the advantages 
of av English Court of Judicature; »nd thou wilt rejoice 
that thy friend is to be adjudged by tribunals so very can- 


tious of committing an error, But unluckilv the precedents 


: of bad are so much more numeieus, aud so much better 


understood than the precedents of good; and in; general, 
they have so much more weight, beeause men are more 
prone to evil than good, that I fear me the precedents will 
not be much in my favor. It has always been dangerous, 
to speak truth here ; and although some have done so with 


ly. 


impunity, yet others have suffered for it most severe 
told thee, inmy last, that Sydney was executed as a rebel 
to the state, I will now quote for thee the language which 
entailed upon him that fata! teruiination of an honorable 
life: -‘The passage is as follows‘ The power originally 
“in the peeple of England is delegated into the parliament. 
“ He (the aost serene lord, Charles Li, now King of England, 
““meaning) is subject unte the Jew of God, as he is a man: 
to the people that make hima Aing, inasmuch as heis a 
* King: the law sets a measure unto that subjection, aud the 
“ parliament judges of the particular cases thereon arising. 
‘“ He miust be content to submit his interests unto theirs: 
‘since he is no more than any one of them in any other 
“ respegt than that he is, by the consent of all, raised above 
Ifhe doth not like this condition, he may 


“any ‘other. 


renounce the crown: butif he receive it upon that cond:- 


‘tion, (as all magistrates do the power they receive) and 


~ 


‘ swecr to perform it, he must expeet that the performance 


will le enacted, of revenge taken by those that he heth 
“ Detrayed.”—* We may therefore change, or luke away 
“ kings, without breaking any yoke; or that is made a voke 
‘which ought not to be one; the injury is therefore ia 
“ making, or imposing, and there can be none in breaking it.” 
These, my yellow trend, are the sentiments tor which Sid- 
ney, the gallant, the repablican Sidney suffered death, in 
this land of libeity: and for scotiments correspondcat with 
these, in their application to cther branches of the govern- 
ment, spoken by the Black Dwarfin lis assumed character 
ofan Englishman, be is now inearceraced; and threatened 
with the vengeance of the Black Giant, now called the 
Attorney Generali, butinancicut times denon net od Diabolus 
Regius; or the devil of the hing. 

My amusements in prison, thon wilt readily couceive ay. 


not very numeroes; nor partyowarly pleasant. The novelty 


is worn Off, IT would be again upon the wing, and search 
for other scenes. The most brilliant palace woutd be un- 
supportable to rae, if confined to at, bo weuld climb the 
most rugved mountain, sail over the most bazandlous weve 
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liberty! thou only constant sweetener ofthe sou), Without 


thee, paradise were the worst of prisons: the similes of 


nature would but mock me, as | recollected that all the 


sweets were held at the mercy of atyrant. Yet, though not 


in love with confinement, Iam not to be depressed by it. 
It does not subdue me; it does mot shake my nerves; it 
only renders me more in love with the freedom I adore, and 


enables me to recommend it with more more ardour, as I feel 





the more its value in its loss, ‘Those 
my temper. They do not regret their liberty for itself, 
They are principally confined for their debts; and the loss 


of liberty for a certain period is the payment of thea, In 


past times probably this was a punishment; and a Lord 


Chancellor, a very great man, of this country has said, as 


the tradition goes, that a man who had suffered a month 3 | 


imprisonment had paid a debt of a thousand pounds, But 
such is the altered spirit of these men, that for a guinea a 
week a piece you might imprison three-fourths of the nation 
for life, and they would every morning ood evening return 
thanks to their gaolers upon their Knees, with the most fer- 
vent prayer. ‘The general misery which prevails in this 
past Eden of the world, has obliterated in most men even 
the memory of that high-minded spirit which rendered the 
name of Englishman an object of envy. Oue of their own 
poets, in a vision of his countrymen has written— 
Pride in their port, defiance in their eye, 


I see the lords of human race go by ! 


Could he now catch a glimpse of the half-famished, mean 
spirited beings, that prowl through the half-desolate streets 
of the deserted manufacturing towns, he might alter his 
lines to— 


Shame in their port, and anguish in their eye, 


I see the slaves of C——~— 





pass by '— 
All public assemblies are prohibited, lest the people should 


be incited to revolt by the marks of misgovernment which 


they micht read in the faces of each other. Navy. even the 
i] ie 


jovial assemblies in this prison are prohibited by order of 


the governor, since the passing of the act to prevent sedi- 
tious assemblies; for the ministers really believe that no 


two disinterested persons can either say, or sing any ibing, 


about them, or their measures, for a quarter of an hour 


together, but the ‘y will hecomeheartily lived of both, What 
will be the end of all this, time only can tell; bat let it be 
what it will, thou wilt never hear any thing of me from this 
ill-fated country, that will cause thee to blush for the me- 
mory of 
Thy well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 

P.S. My trial, is fixed for what they call here the sittings 
after term at Nis? Prius, which commence this day, “Yl 
steed not say that 1 am anxious to advertise thee of the result, 
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THE CONSTITUTION ST, 
No. 8. 
CF TUE WOUSE OF COMMONS. 


During the administration of Stephen, Henry If, and Rj 
chard [, the power of the Commons in the Legislature was 
but very irrecularly exercised; though sufficient traces of i 
remain to convince us, that it eaten a all these reigns, 
Of the power of the Commons under Ning John, it is unne- 
cessary to say anv thing to those who have heard of th. 
Great Charter, Yromthe conquest to the vergn of Henry HE, 


the successor of John, we have no reason to suppose that 


j the Common Councils of the kingdom were different! 


constituted ficm those of the Saxons; that is, we have nm 

reason to suppose that any new re-tiction was laid uy 

the rieht of attendime thems which right, among th 
Gs > 


i rt 
be 


Saxons, was in general open to al hese assemblics 
were in consequence frequently tanimltuous and d'sorderly, 
to such a degree, that it was sometimes difficult to ascertaim 
whether the measures proposed were pleasing or diadisosins 
to the great body of the people. Voting by ballot was en- 
tirely unknown, The methed of determining the sense of 
ihe assembly was that of the ancient Germans, and of ovt 
modem House of Commons. It had therefore become ne- 
cessary, that the most powerful and wealthy of the Barons, 
Freemen, should be alone permitted to attend individually, 
and that all other freemen of the kingdom should vote Ly 
representation. Accordingly, in the reign of Henry IL, 
find writs issued to the sherifis, to send from each country, 
and from each borough, two of their several communities, 
freely by them chosen to vote, in the name and on behalf of 
the whole body. ‘This was the beginning of the distinction 
of the greater aud lesser Barons, ‘The assembly still sat in 
the usual way, inthe same house, for the separation of Lords 
and Commons is, according to Lord Coke, an invention of 
a much later age. From this time to the reign of Henry VI. 
a very long period, being more than two centuries, the elec- 
tion of the representatives of counties remained in the free- 
men, without any limitation whatever. In the eighth year 
of this prince passed the act which restricts this right to 
these who possessed a freehold of the annual value of forty 
shillings. ‘Phe validity of this act appears questionable, It 
the representatives of the people can restrict the right of 
voting at all, they may restrict it to whom they please, even 
to themselves; or they may enact, that the richt of elec 
tion shall be in the Lords, or inthe Kine, The represen- 
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* But certainly not sufficient to convince those who think with Dr. 


Brady, that Commons signified Lorps, 
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tatives are ihe servants of the represented; and thi: : 
uts, restricting the number 
that ti ue] 


Lenn * 
wreemen 


‘ 


by t! 


miusiers. At the 
cl unjustly deps ved a great pumber of 


a law made ye servi 


time I will observe, 


Same 


noble right, if was by no means so absurd then as itis 


yt yresent, At the time this act passed, every mani the 
¥ ci 


possessing the Jeast property, would still bave beea 


sessed 


DWAKRE 270 


of the house of Tudor, we find acts of parliament passed 


“ 


t , ° 2 
>sanctioning the worst of ty 


ih 
in 
| 
F 
| 
| 
i 


ane 


SPR eae 


ileal tte. for he must almost necessarily be po 
¢’ 1ieQ Lo Vi C, Ji at MT . ita ~ a « al i } 
of the required freeaoid, Fhere was, infact, at that time, 
no nropert yin lane hut what Wials ireehold; the other tenures 
cay i ee os 
were villenace and for wears; the former kind was in the 
hoods of slaves, or of those who held only at the will of the 
C2 aves » i . 1 ow . 
tord; and the terms 07 veal were seluom fonver tian tor 
tve or six years, and these determinable by the entry of a 
; . ' 
‘ ’ ' ' ~ ? 
heosor, sO taal no Man WAG could hein it, Wou hive faa hous j 
-* a Y 
. ' F 
hich he held me eiv at the pleasure G1 inoluel biow aa 
ay ‘ase al presen Terms are now e2 oloy 
f ent df ti:é Case « 1 bu, , eo ail € ti y wes a i we 
ari] even & Bb yews 0 that tCPadhts wor years have an mlerest 
ooneraiiy as ENTE sive as a frcehbolder for iife, and Pern prOsq 
session is scenred acainet every ore; and the copyiiold te- 
nue tien OLS ville nage, Js NOW WN SOMe NWS equal loa 
fee simple, ‘Phe consequence of all this is, that as for 
almiest every one of the stmatlest imecome was a free- 
halide ey, How many persons of the greatest have no freehold 
tall so that this act bas now become as ridiculous as if 
was orfeimally unpust 
Prom the roign of Badward TH. to the revolution, the nation 
was Blec wiil comp itnits of the disuse of paraements, and 
r im 1] ’ a a Tt 3 id ) } age »* >. 
OMmMetines, theugca ee narahverV seldom, of theirs ce) ru p- 
" . j ’ 
110N. Ik ine ow Bie nara Lh. wv have seen, Was denosed, tik j att, 
for [hts esa no persons mito these assembiuies net freely 
elected: and, in the reten of bLaward El. the author of the 


Mirror mentions amone the grievances then sutiered, “ ‘That 


“whereas parliaments ought be called: twice a vear at 
‘London, they are now held bat seldom; and whereas thes 
“ought to ecensist of the Kang apd tis Counties, 4! ev now 
4 consist of the Ning and I; is a ecele SHISTICS ses Cle rcs bra 
* foreieners, and others who dare not do anv thine ee. inst 
“the king’s wish, and who desire to ceunci hin to bis 
“own proit, though it be against the promt ov his people, 
Sut notwithstanding the attempt of kings, the House of 
Commons was, til the reign of the Pudors, moa hich degree 


ify 


This was priacipail be to the 


OW] 


the voice of the peonte, 


shortness of the Gduratien of parliaine af. whieh was seidom 
more than one vear, Vie people suffered much by the 
hmid and simple conduct of thelr representatives, but 
Hithe Iny their e rrupiion, Under Honrs Vill. the first prince 
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ranny, and subversive of the an- 


Jury, Ry one of these the constitution of the 
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St; wis altered, and wisdiction extended ; 
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chamber 


if ’ 
lis jt 


Vv another, the common law process of tadictment was, 


not aitovether abolished, to ceive piace 


of 


int afiecting life, 


Ss 


fhe new-found scheme information, upon which all 


1o 


Justices of the peace were seme actinpowered to 


;° ’ ’ ’ 


offender discre 
It cumnot be 
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power 


reien of F] 
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arhaments 
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and Commons, must have | 


} 
sit 


4 


were then called for the sane Purpose that they have n 


| 


waie ( 


I?) \i~ 
in the 


f fr 


vr . 
a traveler an’ England, these 


fa: 


are os | 


tae 
Bie 


huce, b> 


° } ce “n° . ,aef me + 1 M 
narclis, ereater par’ of business is don 


SaS a 


- privy COMN te anid Pan liginents whieh were establish 


“ the modera 
 wive authority and colour bo the 
med the I tusmess they were calied four is pre tty clear, 


Are wow call: if fo 
Ee brat thre \ 


fion and coeriion of Kings, 
Kings will.” 


erios 


Piro this fact, thatiathe reren of bie ny VIEL. was enact d, 
thal the hine’s proc damations should have the force of dau 
thus the whole of the L smistidiiee power was vested in him 
wh » -efore possessed the whole of the executive ‘Tbs jaw, 
it ne, was net lone atterwards repealed; but ii mav be 
tisetil to elisiimen, ii future aves, to hnow that they 
Wwe fuced to uw state of servitude by anact of their own 
Pepitcsen piatives, 

moan wo. 4, of the Constitutionest, for “ Aine John ead 
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FLOGGING OF SOLDIERS 


Our atfention has been called to the notiee tp the House 
if Commons, of the sefdier reported im the Carlisle Paper 


to have been flogged for marrying, aud ar cousequence of 
such punishment, faving commited the esime of suicide. 
ihe oficial explanation Gf thas, as, that be applied FOR 
LEAVE ro MARRY, and WaS REFUSED; that CPsente, 

himself for the purpose ef marrying, and WAS PUSMISHED 
for absence! Ff and that be then drewned timself because he 
hud ¢ ABAD WiFi!!! We PUPDOSe Pursaing thas enauns 

» fittle further in our next numver, and think it will be easy 
fo demonstrate that tue man was absolutesy punished 


niarrvine, 


ef the official servants 


noida standing thie crear by dole 


ofthe crown, who are so ecenstomed to tev to make thie 
WOrse appre the better reason,” that fier fall into I suitical 
comments Without thr eis that they are playing the dts 
tants instead of the reasoners, 
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O93 TUF BLACK DWARTP, 972 
. & @ * ; ; wi ss if e 3 ’ : , 
To the Editor 6f the Black: Dwarf. si? # Advertisement Fiatracrdinary. 


S:r,—You attack indiscriminately, Do look et the ad- 
ministration of the government, A man may be very honest, 
and yet be a “ director,” and Lord Camelford in the person 
of Horre Tooke, you must allow, elected a most able repre- 


sentative for Old Sarum. The love of virtue may influence | 
: , o | 
the Proprietors of Boroughs to send men of more liberal senti- | 


nents into Parliament. Pharamond, as described by Mr. 
Addison, was a Prince that you would sooner have lived 
under, than under any Republic you have ever even ima. 
gincd. Do Sir, begin at the right end, and try to reforza the 


people. If Universal Suffrage was established, I believe I 


ceuld stand at the end of one of the Bridges, and lead the 
honest electors through tle medivm of a public-house, to 
vote for a man blind and deaf. The 600 members are your 
countrymen, Why not address them on their individual 


duties? The ministers cannot even get any of the members | 


for counties to attend the real business of the house. (I 
suppose you admit them to be really representatives of the 
county,) and mnst bribe with places for excisemen, &c. 
before they can procure the forty members necessary to pass 
the current bills of the sessions. Are the members fur the 
populous places better men than those from the Cornish 
Boroughs? [Bo attend to practical knowledge, and net be 
deluded with Utopian visions ; 
For forms of government let fuols contest, 
Whatever is best administered, is best. 
Your's, &c. 
EYES, 
trom my garret looking into the King’s Bench. 
We insert the above readily: but we would ask whether 
SUCH a system deserved supporting ? 


WANT, FAMINE, AND MORTALITY, 


What marks with sadness ev'ry eye ? 

What blench’d the cheek that just went bye? 
What gen’ral gloom the nation shades ? 

’Tis famine’s reign the land pervades, 


Sweet Jabour once employed each hand, 
Contentment spread throughout the Jand ; 
Industry’s plenteous store was seen, 


Aud health, and every joy serene. 


What adverse fate destroys our life? 

Are nature's Jaws with man at strife? 

Or is it man’s delirious sway, 

Destroys our wealth, and ‘wastes our lives away ? 


qi, K, 








PETER PUFF, 

Respectfully informs the public, that he has a vaiiety of 
new inventions, admirably calculated to promote the happ: 
ness of Society in every department, First, be begs leave 
to recommend his new mode of hatehing chickens in corne 
cupboards; a plan for growing cucumbers behind the kit. 
chen fire; a system of churning from cold water; and a; 
cmazingly economical family receipt, for going without fox: 
meals a day, without the least inconvenience. Also hj- 
newly-invented salve for the times, which enables a purehy 
ser to live without any meat at all; and he may thus carry » 
twelve months’ provisions botiled up in a two-ounce phial, 
An universal remedy for all disorders that arise from repl. 


tion, which would have been tried with more success, anc 


‘its celebrity better apprecioted, had nut the scarcity of pr- 


visions proved an impediment, 

A plan for the great saving of coals, by every man settice 
a next door neighbour's house on fire alternately. 

A system of finding employment for the poor, by the tic/. 
giving them money to spend, &c, &c, &c. 

lor particulars, apply to the State Doctor at D—— streei, 
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To Correspondents, 





We know not what to say to our naval correspondent, 
who complains so justly of the neglect and contumely iii 
which the claims and merits of the navy are treated. [p 
after times, if it be not written that from this shame‘ 
indifference resulted the ruin of the greatness of this coun- 
trv, it will be treated as a fable, that “ lieutenants hay: 
«been dismissed from the navy, because they were not gen 
“‘ tlemen: that is, because, they were not related to familie: 
‘‘who could afford to allow them sufficient to mix in the 
“ dissipation which characterised the gentlemen who were 
“retained,” It is a melancholy reflection that our legitimate 
defenders, upon our natural defence should be exposed to 
the indifference of an administration whom their valour has 
enabled to neglect them, Did they enquire whether the 
poor fellows whom they pressed into their service, were 
gentlemer, wnen the state wasin a jeopardy, from which 
only the bravery and devotion of the navy could have 
redeemed it?) We shall have much to comment upon this 
subject, when we arrive at the consideration of the pre- 
ference shewn to the army, which will soon form a leading 
article in our pages. 


Subscribers are requested to complete their sets immediately, 
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